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Dear Friends of Daystar Academy, TABLE OF CONTENTS

s we move into the heart of winter at Daystar Academy, I'm grateful for the chance to pause 2 From the Head of
Aand reflect on the life of our school community, where we’ve been, what we’ve celebrated, Schools
and how God continues to shape us together. This season has been marked by meaningful
moments of learning, worship, growth, and connection, and it’s a joy to share those stories with you. 3 Adelaide J udy,
Class of '24
In this issue, you'll read about how the world truly is our classroom at Daystar, from learning ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

excursions across Chicago to international and domestic XP travel that invites students to listen,
reflect, and engage with the wider world. You'll find highlights from our Christmas program at the 4 God With Us

Merle Reskin Theatre, where students across every grade level shared the story of Advent through THE LIGHT OF ADVENT RECAP
music, movement, and storytelling. You’ll also read about a strong fall athletics season, alumni

reflections, and the many ways our students are learning to notice what needs mending and to step 4 A Season of Growth
toward it with courage and compassion. and Firsts

. .. . FALL ATHLETICS AT DAYSTAR
Across classrooms, stages, fields, and neighborhoods, our mission remains the same: to form

students who think deeply, love boldly, and live faithfully, grounded in Christ and prepared to engage 5 GlVll’lg Week
a complex and beautiful world. Whether through inquiry-based learning, the arts, athletics, service,
or shared worship, our students are being shaped not only for academic success, but for lives of 6 The World is Our

purpose and hope. Classroom

. . . . . . ALL YEAR LONG
Thank you for being part of this community. Your trust, partnership, and generosity make this

work possible, and we are deeply grateful to walk this journey with you as we continue learning and 6 Summer C amp at

Daystar

growing together at Daystar.

Warmly,

7 Upcoming Events

Tosha Jackson,
Head of Schools

VASSPORT TO ADVENTURE:
THE AMAZING

SAVE THE DATE RAC E

SAT. MAY 2, 2026 Daystar XP

Passport to Adventure is our all-school fundraiser that turns Chicago into a
playground for learning, teamwork, and community fun. Proceeds support

K-8 learning excursions and high school international travel, helping ensure
every Daystar student can learn through real-world experience.

INVEST IN CHRIST-CENTERED EDUCATION
IN THE CITY OF CHICAGO

Your support empowers a faith-driven, diverse learning community where every child
is loved, valued, and equipped to fulfill God’s purpose. It also helps shape the next
generation of leaders who will carry the light of Christ into every corner of the world.
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Adelaide Judy,
Class of '24

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

hen Adelaide Judy arrived at Colorado College,
W she brought with her a deep curiosity about

the world, the kind that notices details others
pass by. Today, as a biology student deciding between
molecular and organismal biology (and considering a math
minor), Adelaide finds herself pausing to observe moss on

the sidewalk, wondering about species, systems, and the
processes that sustain life.

“Biology has kind of changed the way I interpret the world,”
she says. “I now walk by a cluster of moss and find myself
thinking about how it reproduces or what role it plays in its
environment.”

That habit of noticing — asking good questions, lingering with
complexity — is something Adelaide traces back to her time
at Daystar.

At Colorado College, known for its rigorous Block Plan where
students take one immersive course at a time, Adelaide

has found herself well prepared. “IB played a huge role in
setting me apart during the application process,” she shares,
“but more than that, it prepared me to work hard and think
critically. I may not always have the same background
knowledge as some classmates, but Daystar taught me how
to learn.”

That confidence has mattered. Though Daystar did not offer
every advanced science course available at larger high schools,
Adelaide says she has never felt incapable or behind.
Instead, she feels equipped, able to digest
complex ideas, ask thoughtful questions,

and engage deeply with demanding

material.

Beyond academics, Adelaide reflects fondly
on the relationships that shaped her
experience. “As annoying as it sometimes
felt that teachers knew everything about
everyone,” she laughs, “I'm so grateful
for how known I felt.” That sense of
being seen has translated directly to
college life, where she’s made a

point to build relationships with
professors, opening doors to
mentorship, research opportu-

nities, and support.

Adelaide also carries Daystar’s call to “notice what needs

mending” into her life beyond the classroom. At Colorado
College, she’s part of a mentoring program that partners
with a local middle school, supporting under-resourced

boys through weekly connection and care. “Daystar really
stressed seeing problems and making an effort to help,”
she says. “This has been a meaningful way to keep living

that out.”

Looking ahead, Adelaide is exploring graduate school,
study abroad in Chile, and the many directions a
life shaped by curiosity and service can take. Her
advice to current Daystar students is simple
and encouraging: don’t shy away from subjects
you feel underprepared for.

“I was worried my education might be
limited by Daystar’s size,” she reflects.
“But I've yet to feel ill-prepared.”

Her story is a reminder of what
Daystar aims to cultivate: students
who know content, but also
young people who know how
to learn, how to listen, and
how to step thoughtfully into
the world.



God with Yg

The Light of Advent

Merle Reskin Theatre for God With Us: The Light of
Advent, our all-school Christmas program. Designed
as a shared act of worship, the evening brought together
students, families, and friends to celebrate the season through
story, music, movement, and reflection.

I n December, the Daystar community gathered at the

From PreK through high school, students across every grade
level took part, each contributing
their gifts to the
larger story. The
program showcased
the growing strength
and diversity of
Daystar’s arts
offerings, including
Middle School Choir,

A Season of
Growth and Firsts

FALL ATHLETICS AT DAYSTAR

his fall marked an exciting season for Daystar
I athletics, with students across every grade level
stepping onto fields, courts, and courses with energy,
commitment, and pride. From our youngest Junior Falcons to

historic moments at the middle and high school levels, it was
a season full of growth—and several memorable firsts.

For our youngest athletes, Junior Falcons offered Kindergar-
ten through Grade 02 students an introduction to organized
sports. These early experiences focused on learning basic
skills, understanding teamwork, and discovering the joy of
play. It was a delight to watch students cheer one another on,
try new things, and begin to see themselves as part of a team.

At the middle and high school levels, the season brought
both strong performances and meaningful milestones. This

Drumline, Beginner and Advanced Orchestra, Middle

School Dance, and Middle and High School Theatre, many
performing on a professional stage for the first time. Together,
these programs reflected years of intentional investment in
the arts and a belief that creativity is an essential part of how
students learn, express, and worship.

From the beginning, the goal of the evening was never
perfection. It was about giving students a stage worthy of their
hard work and carving out sacred space for our community

to gather and remember a central truth of Advent: God is

with us. Through scripture, original liturgy, and performance,
students told the story of Emmanuel with honesty,
imagination, and hope.

One refrain echoed throughout the night: light is never
meant to be hidden. Like the shepherds keeping watch

in the dark, our students reminded us that when Light
breaks in, it is meant to be carried, shared, and lived. That
message—rooted in faith and lived out through creativity
and community—is at the heart of Daystar’s mission and
continues to shape how we teach, learn, and grow together.

fall, Daystar hosted its first-ever Cross Country Invitational
along the Chicago lakeshore. With the skyline behind them,
more than 9o runners from across the city competed in a
beautiful and challenging course. The event was a celebration
of competition and community, made possible by dedicated
coaches, volunteers, and organizers, and it’s one we hope will
become a lasting tradition.

Cross country also brought a historic achievement for
Daystar: 8th grader Schneider Skalitzky became the first
athlete in school history to compete in the IESA State Final.
His accomplishment reflects steady commitment and per-
severance, and it set a powerful example for runners across
the program.

On the court, our Middle School girls
volleyball team won the Lutheran School
League Tournament, showcasing
teamwork, preparation, and confidence
built throughout the season.
And on the field, our High
School boys soccer team
qualified for the IHSA state
series, continuing to build
momentum and experience

within our growing high
school athletics program.

* LATIN INVIT aTIONAL
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here was an
article last
fall in the
Chicago Sun-Times that
told the story of the Chicago
River, once dismissed as a
“lifeless industrial waterway,”
written off as too polluted to recover.
And yet, through years of regulation,

cleanup, and restoration, the river has
come alive again. Today, more than 60 species of fish swim
where none could survive before.

It is living proof that things can get better; that what
feels broken can be restored.

This is a story we return to often at Daystar, especially as

we enter Giving Week. We want our students to see the
world with those same eyes: eyes that notice what needs
mending, that recognize places in need of justice, care,
or renewal, and that believe change is possible. During
Giving Week, students across every grade level will step
outside the classroom to serve our neighborhood, partnering

Across every level, athletics at Daystar provide students
with opportunities to challenge themselves, work
together, and grow in confidence. Sports are one of many
spaces where students learn perseverance, teamwork, and

leadership, lessons that carry into classrooms, friendships,
and life beyond school.

We are grateful for our coaches, athletes, families, and
volunteers who made this fall season such a success,
and we look forward to what’s ahead as Daystar athletics
continues to grow.

FEB 23-37
AT DAYSTAR
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with local organizations, engaging in
service-learning projects, and practicing
what it means to love their neighbors in
tangible ways.

Giving Week is about formation as much
as action. As students serve, they reflect on
questions that sit at the heart of a Daystar
education: What does it mean to notice
what is broken? How do we respond with
compassion? What responsibility do we have
to one another and to the city we call home?
This is how students learn that faith is not abstract —
it is lived, practiced, and embodied.

At the same time, Giving Week invites our broader
community to participate as well. Gifts to Daystar’s Annual
Fund help make this kind of education possible — supporting
the teachers, programs, and experiences that shape students
who are prepared not just to succeed, but to make things
better. Together, through service and generosity, we are
forming young people who believe restoration is possible —
and who are ready to be part of it.




earning has never been confined to four walls at
I Daystar Academy. Situated in one of the most
culturally rich, historically layered, and resource-filled
cities in the world, it is only natural that we use Chicago

as our classroom. Our students learn by moving through
neighborhoods, museums, parks, waterways, theaters, and

The World is Our qu st Qr
Classroom—All Year Long

public spaces, encountering real people, real beauty and
complexity, real questions, and real challenges. Just this past
semester, learning stretched beyond textbooks into museum
galleries, neighborhood partnerships, and field-based studies
that invited students to see their city with fresh eyes and
deeper curiosity.

As students grow, this philosophy extends beyond our city

as well. Through domestic and international travel, the
world itself becomes a classroom, one that calls for
curiosity, humility, and responsibility. When students step
into unfamiliar places, they learn to explore global challenges
from new perspectives, to listen in order to understand,

and to reflect more deeply on their own identity and values.
Recent XP experiences immersed students in new cultural

REGISTRATION IS
NOW OPEN, AND
SPOTS FILL QUICKLY.

contexts where learning happened not only
through observation, but through shared meals,
conversation, service, and reflection.

Dialogue builds empathy. Encounter broadens horizons.
Learning about someone else’s world helps students
better understand their own—and their place within it.

The challenges facing our world are complex and intercon-

nected. They require young people who can hold multiple
perspectives, recognize both similarities and differences, and
engage others with humility and respect. At Daystar, students

are learning not just what to think, but how to listen, how to

reflect, and how to act with compassion—prepared to step ‘
toward what hurts and to help mend what is broken.

[with international travel] you get to learn
about other cultures and belief systems. It might
not be something that you know or that you're
comfortable with, but it makes you want to get

to know other people and how they live and
go about their day."

LAYLA CRESPO, CLASS OF '25

Daystar Summer Camp is a joyful extension of the way
learning happens all year long. Designed for PreK—5th
grade students, our summer programs carry the same
spirit of curiosity, exploration, and connection into the
warmer months, often beyond the classroom and out
into the city.

From sports and outdoor adventure, to logic and
problem-solving, to urban discovery and creativity,

campers experience Chicago as a living classroom filled with
possibility. Days are active, hands-on, and rich with opportu-
nities to build confidence, collaboration, and wonder.

Summer at Daystar is about movement and meaning—rooted
in place, open to the world, and grounded in joy.

Daystar Summer Camp qualifies for lllinois Action for Children,
helping make these experiences accessible to more families.
Connect with the Business Office to learn more:
businessoffice@daystaracademy.org



MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Winter Carnival

Celebrate the season with an all-school, student-designed, and
student-led potluck celebration filled with games, laughter, and
community fun.

Giving Week

Students step beyond the classroom to serve our neighbors while
our community comes together to support our Annual Fund.

Preschool Playdate

Prospective preschool students engage in play I L

while parents and guardians learn more about Ll

our approach to early childhood education. il
RSVP HERE

PreK—High School
Open House

Step into the life of Daystar and learn more about an IB
continuum education and Christ-centered formation.

Passport to Adventure:
The Amazing Race

Start assembling your team for Daystar’s signature all-school
fundraiser, where teams of four race through the streets of
Chicago in a fun and fast-paced competition.




Daystar
\“ Academy

An IB World School

1550 South State St. Chicago, IL 60605
www.daystaracademy.org

— a reference to Jesus Christ as “the Bright Morning Star” (Revelation 22:16)
and it symbolizes the LIGHT, HOPE, AND TRUTH He brings to the world.
It also reminds us of our calling to “BE LIGHT, BRINGING OUT THE
GOD-COLORS IN THE WORLD” (Matthew 5:14).




