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Dear Friends of Daystar Academy, TABLE OF CONTENTS

the life of our community and all that has taken place in recent months. This season has Schools

been marked by meaningful experiences, both here in Chicago and around the world, that
continue to shape our students in lasting ways. 3 Formed Here ,
Now Teaching Here
BRIANNA HERNANDEZ'S STORY

a- s we move toward the close of the school year, I'm grateful for the opportunity to reflect on 2 From the Head of

In this issue, you’ll read reflections from our students who traveled to Greece, Ecuador, and New
Orleans through XP, our international and domestic travel program. These are formative experiences
that invite students to see, listen, and engage the world with greater depth and understanding. You’ll
also find a look back at Passport to Adventure, a day that brought our entire community into that
same spirit of learning as teams raced across the city in support of these experiences.

4 XP Epic Recap
THE MYTHS, LEGENDS, AND
LITERATURE THAT MADE US
We also share highlights from our recent International Baccalaureate evaluation. As one of just 43 IB
Continuum schools in the country, we are part of a global network committed to a high standard of
education. This framework calls students to think critically, engage globally, and use their learning

5 Passport to Adventure
THE AMAZING RACE RECAP

with purpose. It also aligns deeply with our mission, forming students who are prepared to love God, 5

mmer at D r
love neighbor, and love the world God loves. Su er at Daysta

LEARNING ON THE MOVE

6 A Global Standard.
A Distinctive Mission.
IB PROGRAMME EVALUATION

Across all of these stories, there is a common thread. Learning is not confined to a classroom. It
is lived, experienced, and carried forward. Students are growing in knowledge, in empathy, and
in a sense of responsibility for the world around them.

Thank you for being part of this community. Your support, partnership, and generosity

make this work possible, and I’m grateful for the opportunity to continue this 7 Upcoming Events
journey together. MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Sincerely,

Tosha Jackson,
Head of Schools

““DER THE CITY "'GHTs

A Night of Worship

Tuesday, August 18

YOU'RE INVITED!

Join us as we begin the school
year in worship, in prayer, and
in community.

ALL AGES WELCOME. COME AS YOU ARE.
BRING A BLANKET OR LAWN CHAIR.

INVEST IN CHRIST-CENTERED EDUCATION
IN THE CITY OF CHICAGO

Your support empowers a faith-driven, diverse learning community where every child
is loved, valued, and equipped to fulfill God’s purpose. It also helps shape the next
generation of leaders who will carry the light of Christ into every corner of the world.

DAYSTARACADEMY.ORG/DONATE




Formed Here,
Now Teaching
Here

BRIANNA HERNANDEZ'S STORY

rom my earliest memories as a Daystar student,
F I remember both the people and the learning

experiences. In first grade, Daystar rented space
behind the old Rainforest daycare on State Street. We had
only a handful of rooms, and none of the walls reached the
ceiling. One day, the older class was learning about catapults,
so our class planned a “battle” with them. We built our own
catapults and launched paper balls over the walls between
classrooms. That kind of learning felt magical as a child—
creative, interactive, and full of joy.

I also remember the people. My first grade teacher made
learning feel calm and exciting, never rushed or stressful.
Every adult seemed committed to making students
feel known and loved. Over the years, the school changed
locations multiple times (from Rainforest, to the basement of
River City, to the second floor, and eventually to our current
building) but the intentionality behind teaching and
learning never changed.

One of the most formative parts of my experience was

learning through the city and beyond it. I can’t even

remember all the learning excursions we took, but I

remember my friends at other schools being jealous when

I described them. I remember putting on wading boots

and walking through rivers to collect organisms to study.

I remember churning butter in an old farmhouse. Those

experiences expanded my understanding of the world
and connected learning to real places, people,

and history.
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Faith was woven into everything we did. I still

remember the stones at Chapel, taking turns lighting the
candle, and singing “Go Now in Peace” from my very first
days at Daystar. Faith was never treated as separate
from learning; it was connected to the books we read, the
conversations we had, the art we created, and the experiences
we shared. That shaped my understanding of faith in a lasting
way. It taught me early that faith should influence every part
of life.

In many ways, I never truly left Daystar. Even while attending
Jones College Prep, I would walk down State Street after
school to help with aftercare and visit old teachers and the
Potokas. I continued helping throughout college, and after
graduating this was the only place I wanted to be full time.

Now, thirteen years later, I strive to create the
same kind of experience I had as a student: joyful
learning, deep relationships, meaningful faith integration,
and classrooms where students feel known, loved, and
challenged. I've experienced other schools and

learning environments, but there is

still no place I would rather be.



Daystar

By Milan Jackson, Jaylyn Yohpe,
and Micah Holt, all class of 2027

ECUADOR

Filled with active volcanoes, the
Amazon rainforest, Andes mountains,
and the Galapagos islands—students
explored many of the rich natural
and cultural wonders of this
unique nation. The theme of the year
was “EPIC” which emphasised the deep
exploration of adventure, old myths and
legends. A few experiences this group
did was traveling to Quito in the heart of
Ecuador and visiting historical places such
as “Church of the Society of Jesus” and
“Basilica del Voto Nacional.” Everyone
was welcomed by the kind people and
culture, some of whom hopped on a

bus with the group and shared their
traditional songs, clothing and textiles.
Other shared highlights were meeting
the wonderful host of the ecolodge

and connecting with her son and
daughter. The space was not only for
resting but also for coming together and
sharing meals.

GREECE

Our XP students stepped into the ancient
city of Athens, Greece. We dove headfirst
into an enchanting blend of ancient
sculptures and buildings with vibrant
street art. The first day arriving in

Athens, Greece, students assisted in

a ministry food drive by boxing food,
serving refugees, and playing with their
children. Students felt truly immersed in the
community. Monasteries of Meteora offered a breathtaking
adventure, where after climbing centuries-old stone steps, our
students encountered beautiful views with Monks and Nuns.
Athens’ vibrant street food scene, centered on souvlaki and
gyros, and overall every student agreed that this was a once-
in-a-lifetime experience.

EPIC

THE MYTHS, LEGENDS, AND
LITERATURE THAT MADE US

NEW ORLEANS

This trip exceeded expectations by offering
a treasure trove of cultural discovery:
food, people, art, history, legends,
and more. The group enjoyed such
varied experiences as a jazz boat cruise,
a specialized tour focusing on the
history of storytelling in the city,
and a Creole cooking class that
no one will ever forget. Their last
night was a unique, light-up bicycle
tour of the city. New Orleans
showed students that some of the
most interesting and unique
places exist in our own country
and that discovering the myths,
legends, and lore around every corner
can continue to surprise and delight.

TORONTO

This year’s traditional trip for gth graders
being introduced to International travel
included several incredible opportunities
related to this year’s Epic theme. First, they
were treated to a presentation of one of
Shakespeare’s First Folios and a demonstra-
tion of brand new, cutting-edge technology
being used in the theater world. Our second
theater focused day in Stratford provided both an
outstanding performance of “The Tempest” and
an intimate acting workshop with a famous
actress from the Canadian stage. This trip always
includes a stunning trip to Niagara Falls, and of
course the beautiful sights and exhilarating boat ride
thrilled us all.

All in all, the year was defined and enriched by the theme
which allowed us to examine the stories we tell, and
no doubt the students will continue to tell these stories
for the rest of their lives.



ASSPORT TO ADVENTU RE.
THE AMAZING

RACE

fter hearing from students about their experiences in unfamiliar spaces, solve problems together, adapt when plans
Greece, Ecuador, and New Orleans, one thing becomes shift, and engage the city with curiosity and purpose.
clear: this kind of learning leaves a mark.

v

This year, the event raised more than $32,000 in
support of Daystar’s Experiential Program, helping
ensure that every student, regardless of financial circum-
stances, has access to these opportunities.

Passport to Adventure: The Amazing Race is a reflection of
that same approach, brought to life here in Chicago.

This spring, the Daystar community gathered for the second
annual race, with students, families, faculty, and friends
moving across the city together. Teams navigated Pit Stops,
completed Detours, and even searched for a “lost Falcon”
hidden somewhere along the route. From the Field
Museum to Millennium Park, the city became a place
of challenge, discovery, and connection.

Near the end of the evening, a parent shared a
story that captured why this work matters. She
spoke about schools where some students
learn about animals in books, but have
never had the opportunity to visit the
zoo. It was a simple and powerful
reminder that access shapes
experience, and experience

shapes understanding.

It was fun. It was a little chaotic. It also offered a glimpse into
how students experience learning throughout the year.

Students in Kindergarten through 8th grade participate in
10 to 15 learning excursions each year, engaging museums,
neighborhoods, and institutions across Chicago. In high
school, that learning expands further, with continued
excursions and international travel that connects students to

The commitment is to open the
world to students. Experiences like
those described in the stories before
this one, and events like Passport
to Adventure, are part of how that
commitment takes shape.

the wider world.

Passport to Adventure invites participants into that same
kind of experience. For one afternoon, teams navigate

Daystar Summer Camp is a joyful extension of the way
learning happens all year long. Designed for PreK—5th
r grade students, our summer programs carry the same spirit
of curiosity, exploration, and connection into the warmer
months, often beyond the classroom and out into the city.

From sports and outdoor adventure, to logic and problem-
solving, to urban discovery and creativity, campers experience
Chicago as a living classroom filled with possibility. Days

are active, hands-on, and rich with opportunities to build
confidence, collaboration, and wonder.

Summer at Daystar is about movement and meaning—rooted

REGISTRATION IS in place, open to the world, and grounded in joy.
NOW OPEN, AND Daystar Summer Camp qualifies for lllinois Action for Children,
SPOTS FILL QUICKLY. helping make these experiences accessible to more families.

Connect with the Business Office to learn more:
businessoffice@daystaracademy.org



A Global Standard.

A Distinctive Mission.

\d é very five years, IB World
- & E Schools pause to take a close
, look at their work through
a formal programme evaluation. It
is a requirement, but more than that,
it is an opportunity. Schools reflect,
receive feedback, and grow alongside a
global network of educators committed
to excellence.

In April, Daystar welcomed an IB Evaluation Team made up
of practitioners from Argentina, Mexico, Canada, and the
United States. Over the course of three days, they stepped
into the rhythms of the school, visiting classrooms, meeting
with students and teachers, and experiencing the life of the
community firsthand.

What they encountered reflects something significant.

Daystar is part of a global educational framework that holds
schools to a high and consistent standard. The International
Baccalaureate is not a curriculum built around memorization
or test preparation. It is designed to develop students
who can think critically, communicate clearly, and
engage thoughtfully with a complex and intercon-
nected world.

This kind of education may look different from what many of
us experienced. Classrooms are shaped by inquiry. Students
ask questions, wrestle with ideas, and make

connections across disciplines. They are
challenged to think, not just to recall.

That difference matters.

Students are growing up in a world that requires more than
knowledge alone. It requires discernment, perspective, and a
sense of responsibility. It requires the ability to understand
different cultures, navigate complexity, and use one’s
education in ways that contribute to the common good.

The IB framework is designed with that future in mind.

Daystar is one of just 43 IB Continuum Schools in the
United States, offering this model from the earliest years
through high school. It is also one of only a handful of
Christian IB Continuum Schools in the country. That
combination is both rare and meaningful.

Within this framework, academic rigor and spiritual
formation are not separate pursuits. Students are learning to
engage the world with both intellectual depth and a clear
sense of purpose. The goal is not only strong academic
outcomes, but lives shaped by a commitment to love God, love
neighbor, and love the world God loves.

The evaluation team affirmed much of what is already in
place. They noted the strength of the school’s culture, the
clarity of its mission, and the ways in which students are
both challenged and supported. Their feedback also aligned
closely with the school’s own self-study, offering direction for
continued growth.

More than anything, the visit served as a reminder.

The work being done here is part of something larger. It is
connected to a global standard, a broader community, and a
shared belief in what education can and should be.

There is a strong foundation in place,
and a clear path forward.

Gratitude goes to the educators,
students, and families who make this
work possible, and to a community that
continues to invest in an education designed
to prepare students for the world they are
entering—and the one they
will help shape. *




MARK YOUR CALENDARS

SEE EVENTS

Summer Camps

Summer at Daystar brings learning to life through
hands-on experiences, weekly excursions, and themed
programming designed to keep students curious,

active, and engaged. It’s a natural extension of the
school year—rooted in exploration, community, and fun.

SUMMER
CAMP
SIGNUP

Under the City Lights:
A Night of Worship

An evening for our community to gather in worship, reflection,
and prayer, set against the backdrop of the city we call home. It’s a
meaningful opportunity to pause, reconnect, and center ourselves
in faith together before the start of the school year.

First Day of School

The start of a new school year brings fresh energy, new rhythms,
and the return of a community learning and growing together.
We look forward to welcoming students back for another year of
curiosity, connection, and discovery.



Daystar
\‘" Academy

An IB World School

1550 South State St. Chicago, IL 60605
www.daystaracademy.org

Daystar is...

— a reference to Jesus Christ
as “the Bright Morning Star”
(Revelation 22:16) and

it symbolizes the

LIGHT, HOPE,

AND TRUTH

He brings to the

world. It also reminds us

of our calling to “BE LIGHT,

BRINGING OUT THE
GOD-COLORS IN THE
WORLD” (Matthew 5:14).
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